
The Importance of  

We all know what the research says about the reading skills children who read often and widely in the 
summer maintain when they return in the fall. But how often do we consider the cultivation of wisdom 
and virtue as well as the foundation of core knowledge gained by children who become readers?   

Today, parents and children have a multitude of enticements competing for their attention.  All too 
often, children plead for access to the digital market with its adrenal boosting sights and sounds.  The 
challenge is guiding children to recognizing the life-giving beauty of a story. In order to nurture a love 
of reading, parents must have a vision for their children.  

Consider what you wish to instill regarding summer.  What habits of the good life will your child be 
trained in this summer?  What habits of thinking and acting will influence a summer of wonder? What 
ideas will be cultivated through the books they read?  How will you build a desire to escape into a book 
and relish its mysteries and surprises? 

Our choices change who we are and how we live.  How we spend our time influence our character. 
Open the books, read beyond just this list, and let us rise to be the persons we were intended to be. 
 

6th Grade Summer Reading List 
Please have your child read widely and often both with you and independently! Please read a minimum 
of two fiction books from the following list so your incoming 6th grader will be prepared for the class 
activities in August. The non-fiction books are optional and only the beginning of what you can read.  

Fiction: 
Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt  
Call it Courage by Armstrong Sperry  
The Cay by Theodore Taylor  
Mossflower by Brian Jacques (or other in series)  
Anne of Green Gables by LM Montgomery  
City of Ember by Jeanne Duprau 

Non-Fiction: 
Rocks & minerals, earth’s structure, plate 
tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, Earth’s 
atmosphere, the Solar System, Ancient 
Greece, Ancient Rome, industrialization,  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“People laugh at me because I use big words. But if you have big ideas,  
you have to use big words to express them, haven't you?” 

― L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3464264

